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mother or a nurse may have to handle in the absence of the doctor or while 
waiting his coming — convulsions, accidents, foreign bodies in eye, ear, or nose, 
etc.; also the list of eruptive diseases common in childhood, with the significant 
symptoms, time of duration, etc. There is a " pretty wit," a gift for seeing the 
funny or ridiculous in the tragedies that sometimes grow out of little things in 
life, that adds greatly to the pleasure of reading the book, and you cannot read 
it without profit. 

Plain Hints foe Busy Mothers. By Miss Marianna Wheeler, superintendent 
of the Babies' Hospital, New York; graduate of the New York Hospital and 
Sloane Maternity Hospital, and author of " The Baby." E. B. Treat & Co., 
New York, publishers. 

Miss Wheeler gives us a very practical little hand-book — or, rather, hand- 
booklet, for it is less than fifty pages — full of excellent advice, which any one 
is free to profit by, although the book was written especially for mothers of 
limited means and more limited time, who must be cook, housekeeper, and 
general manager of the small income as well as special nurse to baby. It 
commends itself to friendly or district visitors and to district nurses. Common- 
sense is the key-note, and when we begin to think how often this ingredient is 
left out of books supposedly helpful to people who must make the most of 
every minute and of every cent, and who want to keep a cheerful home and 
healthy children, we appreciate the value of Miss Wheeler's advice. 

Her " foreword" says : " Cleanliness is next to godliness, and if the mother 
only realized what a large part cleanliness played in the health of her child, 
she would think the small amount of labor it requires well worth the while." 
Then follow brief but plain directions for the bathing, feeding, clothing, and care 
of the baby. Everything is done at the very smallest expense possible, and the 
limitations to the baby's wardrobe are almost comical. The shirt, ready-made 
at twenty cents in the store, is to be made at home much more economically, 
etc. " In homes where the salary or wages of the head of the house is extremely 
small, and the family demands many, conveniences, not to say necessities, have 
often to be done without, but with the baby much can be done with very little 
expense." 

Gynaecological Nuesing. By Netta Stewart, sister of the extra-mural gynaeco- 
logical wards of the Koyal Infirmary, Edinburgh. Oliver & Boyd, publishers, 
Edinburgh. 

From the mother country comes a book on gynaecological nursing, the result 
of ten years' experience as head nurse in the gynaecological wards of the Edin- 
burgh Royal Infirmary, and while it has some features which take from its 
value, it comes as a much-needed addition to the list of nurses' text-books. 
Except for a single chapter in various " Handbooks of Nursing," as, for instance, 
Chapter XVI. in "Hampton," we are not supplied with text-books on this 
special branch of nursing. The drawbacks of the book are due to its local fea- 
tures, names, etc. We dimly conjecture that " batiste" and " jaconet" answer 
to our oil-silk or rubber tissue; we recognize "wool" to be absorbent cotton, 
and "lotions" to be solutions as we know them. The cantharides blister, size 
a half-crown, would induce a mental demoralization similar to that which the 
problem, "How old is Ann?" cast over our land. These, with occasional pit- 



